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CONTACT US

HOW TO GET
INVOLVED
For more information about research,
education, and outreach at the
Caribbean Primate Research Center,
please visit our website.

cprc.rcm.upr.edu

STUDENTS

Interested students can sign up for our
mailing list with job opportunities and
internship/volunteer positions, etc., at
bit.ly/CPRPpositions.
For questions, students may contact Alyssa
Arre at alyssa.arre@upr.edu.

JOB
OPPORTUNITIES
If you are not in school but are interested
in working at Cayo Santiago, please
contact the Caribbean Primate Research
Center for job openings.
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FOR FACILITY VISITS,
VOLUNTEER/INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES, PLEASE
CONTACT:

Melween Martínez,
Director
melween.martinez@upr.edu

Alyssa Arre
Associate Director
alyssa.arre@upr.edu.

TWITTER
@CayoSantiagoPR
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HISTORY
In 1938, American Primatologist, Clarence
Ray Carpenter set sail from India. His only
companions in the voyage were over 400
rhesus macaques. Carpenter was headed
for Cayo Santiago, a small island off the
eastern coast of Puerto Rico, where he
endeavored to create a research station
for scientists to study monkey social and
sexual behavior under natural conditions.
By December of that same year,
Carpenter arrived and released the
monkeys on the small tropical island.
Today, more than 80 years later, the Cayo
Santiago Biological Field Station is a
world-renowned scientific station. Since
its inception, scientists from all over the
world have come to study the natural
social behaviors of our free-living
macaques. These studies use noninvasive
methods where the visiting scientists
watch the animals from a safe distance
and record their observations about how
the animals interact with others and the
environment around them.

Thousands of papers have been published
from research conducted on the Cayo
Santiago macaques. Additionally, the
monkeys have been featured in national
publications like the Associated Press, New
York Times, Forbes Magazine, in
documentaries, and scientific programming
like PBS and the Discovery Channel. As the
longest running scientific site of its kind,
Cayo Santiago places the University of
Puerto Rico, and Punta Santiago, Puerto
Rico, on the map as a hub for biological,
anthropological, and psychological research.

A LOOK AT FIELDWORK:

Dr. Erica Dunayer collecting behavioral observations to study
sociality in rhesus macaques. Photo: Alyssa Arre

Graduate students (left: Alexis Diaz from CSU Long Beach, and
right: Yiyun Huang from University of Michigan) perform an
experiment to study cognition and aging in rhesus macaques.
Photo: Raisa Hernandez Pacheco

DEMOGRAPHICS OF
RHESUS MACAQUES
The Cayo Santiago rhesus macaques
(Macaca mulatta) are a fast-growing
primate population. With more than 80
years of data collection on over 10,000
individuals, Cayo Santiago has one of the
largest nonhuman primate demographic
datasets in the world. Although some
monkeys live longer, the average lifespan of
Cayo Santiago rhesus macaques is 15 years.
Females have a higher life expectancy than
males with the oldest female living to 31!

In female rhesus, reproduction begins at 3-4
years of age and stops at age 24. Thus,
longer-living females also have more
reproductive years to produce offspring.
Most of the births on the island occur during
a 3-month period, called the "birthing
season". Like humans, the Cayo Santiago
primate population consists of integrated
social networks with high social rank (high
status) and low social rank (low status)
individuals, which can also play a role in
reproductive success. Taken together, these
factors make the monkeys of Cayo Santiago
a very complex biological system offering
many opportunities for research.

